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Below are excerpts from two of the Fuller Theological Seminary Community Standards
"Fuller Theological Seminary believes that sexual union must be reserved for marriage, which is the covenant union between one man and one 
woman, and that sexual abstinence is required for the unmarried. The seminary believes premarital, extramarital, and homosexual forms of 
explicit sexual conduct to be inconsistent with the teaching of Scripture. Consequently, the seminary expects all members of its community—  
students, faculty, administrators/managers, staff, and trustees— to abstain from what it holds to be unbiblical sexual practices."
[Community Standard 4, Sexual Standards]
"Fuller Theological Seminary also does not discriminate on the basis of sexual orientation. The seminary does lawfully discriminate on the basis 
of sexual conduct that violates its biblically based Community Standard Statement on Sexual Standards. The seminary believes that sexual union 
must be reserved for marriage, which is the covenant union between one man and one woman. The seminary believes premarital, extramarital, 
and homosexual forms of explicit sexual conduct to be inconsistent with the teaching of Scripture. Therefore, the seminary expects members of 
its community to abstain from what it holds to be unbiblical sexual practices." [Community Standard 7, Policy Against Unlawful Discrimination]
Every member of the Fuller Community is required to abide by these standards, even as we encourage free debate— in light of 
our shared commitment to God's authoritative Word— about the important issues facing church and culture.
Homosexuality, the Church, and Justice
Opinion by Justin Ashworth
Proposition 8 raises a pressing issue. It's confusing, too, since many twenty-somethings know gay 
people and can't imagine telling them we do not think they can get married or be ordained. But this points 
to how, for the church, Proposition 8 is not the issue.
for the church. M arriage is a gift, we say, and many 
traditions consider it a sacrament. N o one has a “right” 
to the sacraments. A nd indeed, as a prayer in The Book
Rather, if “politics” names a com m unity’s deliberation 
about what it should do about specific issues (Robert 
Jenson)— the economy, for example, or, in this case, 
whether to  m arry two people o f  the same sex— then the 
first political task o f  the church regarding homosexual­
ity is to discuss, argue, and debate together about w hat 
we, as the church, are going to do. M ore im portant than 
the question how  to cast a ballot, is the question how 
to be the church. But some not-necessarily-Christian 
language has gotten in to  the church and its imagina­
tion, so that we have to th ink  through the argum ents 
bolstered on all sides. I choose four interrelated issues.
1. Rights. W e hear constandy: denying homosexu­
als the right to  m arry is unjust. Justice— “fairness to ­
wards everyone”— dem ands that homosexuals no t be 
discriminated against on the basis o f sexual preference. 
For America to  be just, they should have the same rights 
as everyone else. This argum ent is simply unconvincing
o f  Common Prayer goes, creation, preservation, and all 
the blessings o f  this life— all these are gifts. N o one has 
a right to any o f  these. This notion o f “rights” ought to 
be stricken from our imaginations.
2. Oppression, persecution, m arginalization. It is 
a sad failure o f  the church to  have poured out so m uch 
vitriolic disdain on a people almost everywhere sus­
pected and in m ost places rejected or reviled. So can a 
same-sex union be conceived as a gift from the Triune 
God? In one sense, definitely: the blessing o f  a same-sex 
relationship is a m ore than  welcome respite from the 
loneliness, exclusion, and persecution gays almost ev­
erywhere experience (not just “feel”). C an the church
Continued on page 5
The views and opinions expressed in the SEMI are not neccessarily the views and positions of Fuller Theological Seminary.
The SEMI is a forum for mature and intelligent dialogue among individuals in the Fuller Community, including students, faculty and staff.
SEMI-RELEVANT
I f  you missed it, be sure to refer­
ence the excerpts from Fullers C om ­
m unity  Standards on on the front 
page o f  this issue (the rest o f  w hich 
are available online: www.fixller.edu/ 
a b o u t-fu lle r /m iss io n -a n d -h is to ry / 
comm unity-standards.aspx). As we 
em bark on a political discussion o f  
this nature, it is im portant to  rem em ­
ber and understand Fullers official 
policy.
I hope these past few political is­
sues have been helpful for the com ­
m unity. Lets all keep in m ind the 
m andates o f  Jesus to love our G od, 
our neighbors, and our enemies as we 
discuss Proposition 8.
I also w ant to clarify the nature o f
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this issue. I f  you have read the SEM I 
often, you are aware that there are of­
ten themes that m any o f  the articles 
fit into. The funny th ing is, the in­
tended them e is often different than 
the end subject o f  m ost articles. This 
issue (week 5) was intended to  be an 
issue covering the California proposi­
tions. Since we have lim ited space, I 
encouraged writers to focus on Prop­
ositions 4, 7  and 8 since these were 
the issues that I heard discussed m ost 
in the community. However, I gave 
the opportunity  for anyone to write 
on any propositions they desired. I 
got back several articles on Proposi­
tion 8 and one article on Proposition 
7 (which was published in week 3). 
This was not intended to be an is­
sue focusing on same-sex marriage or 
Proposition 8, bu t it is clear that this 
is w hat people are interested in. As 
you read this issue, I pray that you 
m ight keep an open and loving m ind 
to hear peoples opinions w ho are 
different from  your own, and th ink  
critically about issues.
Since we are discussing Proposi­
tion 8, I feel it is im portan t that we 
all understand some history behind 
it. Prop 8, titled “Eliminates Right 
o f  Same-Sex Couples to M arry” is 
the result o f  a petition for an initia­
tive measure. This petition  was in
response to the California Supreme 
C ourts  ruling last May, that a pre­
vious ‘Proposition 22 ’ (passed with 
61.4%  approval) was unconstitution­
al. This California judicial decision 
effectively legalized same-sex mar­
riages. Thus, Proposition 8 is meant 
to reinstate the definition o f  marriage 
as one man and one wom an. Proposi­
tion 8 has nothing to  do w ith Cali­
fornia’s provisions and protections for 
domestic partnerships.
Through the SEM I, I am try­
ing to prom ote a culture o f  love, 
discernm ent and understanding, 
and I ask that you help me in this 
task by reading w ith this in mind.
O n  a lighter note, enjoy some of 
the best quotes from  this political sea­
son below.
“Three words: Vice President Oprah” 
—Barack O bam a on  Letterman
“...lipstick!”—Sarah Palin
“My Social Security Number is 8. ” 
—John  M cC ain  on Leno
“When the stock market crashed, 
Franklin Roosevelt got on the television... ”
—Joe Biden
-  Ben Cassil
SE M I Editor
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Anonymous MAT Student, ‘09
I apologize if  this sounds like an infomercial. Your editorial “Lets Talk Politics” 
brought me a lot o f peace in a potentially sticky situation off-campus. I have been 
volunteering at a non-profit, non-partisan social and economic justice agency and felt 
intimidated by the personal political agenda of my supervisor. This individual, know­
ing that I am a Christian and a Fuller student, asked me who I was voting for and why, 
and then proceeded to lecture me on why their candidate was better suited for the 
White House. I was shocked and dismayed, realizing I was no longer in a “safe zone.” 
I filled my head with questions: “Should I continue to volunteer my time and services 
there? Will I be further ridiculed or rejected for my opinions?” It was not long after, I 
read your article and applied the biblical principles you suggested, and I was amazed 
at the wonderful results they produced in me to exercise self-control (and not sway the 
opinions of others) and diffuse anger in my political adversaries. Your guidelines gave 
me confidence to talk about— and not hide from— the issues, without being hurtful 
and divisive. Thank you!. 0
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Proposition 8's Legality: The Insufficiency of'C hristian Com e-Backs'
Opinion by Andrea H uffm an
In 1967, Mildred and Richard Loving, a married couple living in Virginia, were arrested. Their crime? 
Being married. The Lovings were an interracial couple, and in 1967 interracial marriages were illegal in the
state of Virginia. Shocking? Yes.
But even more shocking than  this il­
legality was the “legal” reasoning be­
hind it. The judge for this case stat­
ed: “Almighty G od created the races 
white, black, yellow, Malay and red, 
and He placed them  on separate con­
tinents.. .The fact that H e separated 
the races shows that H e did not in­
tend for the races to  mix.”
This reasoning behind illegitimat­
ing interracial marriages is similar to 
many Christians’ reasoning for il­
legitimating same-sex marriage. O f  
all the specific reasons that I have 
heard Christians give regarding the 
prohibition o f same-sex marriage in 
the United States, these are the rea­
sons that pop up m ost often: (1) H o­
mosexual marriage is no t w hat G od 
intended (Romans 1:24-27) and is 
therefore a sin; and (2) M arriage was 
made for procreation (Genesis 1:28), 
and homosexual couples can t procre­
ate and thus should not be allowed 
to marry. Each o f  these “Christian 
come-backs” m ay resonate w ith you 
depending on your personal religious 
convictions. However, in the country 
where church and State are two sepa­
rate entities, the legalization (or not) 
o f an otherwise fundam ental right 
(marriage) cannot be established 
based solely on its religious m orality 
(or lack thereof). D id that come out 
right? Here’s the gist: In the same way 
that interracial marriages cannot be
m ade illegal based only on “religious” 
reasoning, Christians who are going 
to  oppose the legalization o f  same-sex 
marriage need to  do so w ith substan­
tial legal argum ents against it, not 
just religious ones.
In  order to  do this, Christians 
absolutely m ust understand the 
C onstitutional history o f marriage 
in the U nited  States. For those o f 
you w ho are thinking “W hat? C on­
stitutional history?!” and are plan­
ning on  immediately m oving on 
to  the next article, just hang tight 
for a second. I’ll make it as inter­
esting (and as painless) as possible.
Continued on pa ge  10
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Proposition 8: Being Em braced o r Being Rejected
Opinion by Joe Bautista
In this upcoming November election those registered to vote in California will be given an opportunity to 
decide on, among other issues, whether or not our state should repeal its legalization of same-sex marriages.
W hen it comes to voting and other 
forms o f  political involvement, some 
w ithin the church distinguish be­
tween the church’s responsibilities in 
internal matters versus its responsibil­
ity to society. I f  a church believes that 
it should be politically active, then 
before it can do so, it stands to reason 
that it m ust determ ine w hat stance it 
will take on a given issue or set o f  is­
sues. For those churches w ho are not 
politically active, they m ust still de­
term ine for themselves how  they will 
respond or act, even if  in responding 
or acting they m ust do so in isolation 
from  other churches and the society 
in general. The practical problem , 
however, has been that com ing to any 
type o f  agreement on how G od really 
feels about homosexuality has been a 
contentious and arduous process for 
m any o f  our churches.
O n  Sunday I talked w ith a Jewish 
friend o f  m ine about these issues. I 
began the conversation by telling her 
how  I’d read about a group o f  leading 
rabbis getting together to urge voters 
to  vote “no” on Proposition 8. We 
got around to com paring how our re­
spective faith com m unities interpret 
scripture. She thought that (the apos­
tle) Paul was a n u t and that the Bible 
should be approached as a mystery, 
no t literally. I dismissed her sentim ent 
about Paul, bu t then she said some­
thing that h it a little close to  home: 
if  any group o f  people in  the world 
should be known for being accept­
ing o f gays, one w ould th ink  that it 
w ould be Jesus’ followers, bu t it’s not.
I also decided to talk to  a gay friend 
o f  m ine about homosexuality. I asked 
him  about com m itm ent between ho­
mosexual couples, whether or no t anal 
sex hurt, and, o f  course, his thoughts 
on Proposition 8. The conversation 
got a little heated at times, bu t it was 
the first tim e I’d really had an honest
discussion w ith him  about his hom o­
sexuality. I was surprised, for exam­
ple, to find out that at a young age 
he had actually been heterosexual. It 
was strange: even though we’d known 
each other for over twenty years, we’d 
never talked about this part o f  his life 
in any meaningful way. I felt things 
really opening up between us, and 
when I had to exit the conversation 
early he told me, “I f  you ever want 
to talk about it again, let me know,” 
eager to continue it.
Finally I talked to m y room m ate 
about it, and he com m ented how it’s 
unfortunate that the blame game gets 
mixed up in the debate: we no t only 
end up hating the sin, we end up hat­
ing the sinner as well.
The more I th ink  about the current 
debates— whether to allow homosex­
uals to m arry (even the term  “allow” 
seems somewhat patronizing), to be­
come members our churches, or to be 
ordained— the m ore I realize it’s not 
just an issue about right or wrong, but 
o f finding or no t finding acceptance, 
o f being embraced or being rejected. 
W hen I asked m y gay friend about 
Proposition 8 and how he w ould feel 
if  it passed he told me, som ewhat poi­
gnantly, that it w ould make him  feel 
“less than hum an”.
W hile Bill C lin ton’s policy o f 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” may have 
worked to  help prevent disorder and 
dissension in the arm ed forces, for us 
in the church such an approach can 
never work in the long run. We m ust 
seek to ask; we m ust seek to tell. Those 
who are gay, and those who support 
homosexuality, m ust continue to ask 
those who are not gay and who do 
no t support homosexuality, to un­
derstand how they read the scriptures 
and why they see homosexuality as 
wrong. A nd those w ho see hom o­
sexuality as w rong m ust continue to
ask those w ho are gay why they feel 
it is no t so and why it is for them 
such an integral part o f  their identity 
and their hum anity. It’s no t enough 
that those who are in the closet stay 
in the closet; the closet, while safe, is 
also very lonely. W e m ust continue to 
speak and to listen to  one other. We 
m ust do so courageously and out of 
love.
That’s why I th ink  its  important 
to keep in m ind  Paul’s adm onition to 
the church in Rome:
“Every one o f  us will have to give 
an account o f  him self before God. 
Therefore we m ust no longer pass 
judgm ent on one another. Instead 
you should resolve to pu t no stum­
bling block or hindrance in your 
brother’s w ay .. .The kingdom  of God 
is no t a m atter o f  eating or drinking” 
[or today, being straight or being gay] 
“bu t o f  justice, peace, and the joy that 
is given by the H oly Spirit. Whoever 
serves C hrist in this way pleases God 
and wins the esteem o f  men. Let us, 
then, make it our aim  to work for peace 
and to strengthen one another.” 0
Joe Bautista w orks full 
time here at Fuller as the 
database adm inistrator 
for Inform ation Technol­
ogy Services.
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HOMOSEXUALITY continued from page 7
Chaplain for Vocational Discernment
,Kim Varner
■ Is here to  listen, reflect ai
then allow the California court deci­
sion to allow same-sex marriages to 
remain intact? M ore im portan t than 
this is the question w hether— regard­
less o f what Californians decide— the 
church will m arry and ordain gays.
3. Justice. The problem  w ith the 
use o f the word “justice” above is that 
the definition provided is no t the only 
one, and certainly not the definition 
most prevalent in C hristian history. 
To be just, according to Anselm, for 
example, means always doing what 
is right, and doing so for the sole 
purpose o f doing so— because this is 
right, the way G od intends things to 
be. The virtue o f  preserving right—  
or just— doing is righteousness, jus­
tice. So: Can homosexual (specifically 
genital) relationships be conceived as 
“right,” “just,” corresponding w ith 
God’s intentions for the w orld in the 
beginning and in the future promised 
to us in Jesus Christ?
ANNOUNCEMENT
“Justice,” “rightness,” “rectitude,” 
and “righteousness” all have the same 
root in N T  Greek {dike), meaning 
something like “the world set right 
(N.T. W right), a correcting o f  what 
has gone w rong in G od’s creation. 
G od has overcome that which en­
slaved his beloved creation— sin and 
death— in the cross and resurrec­
tion o f  Jesus. Jesus’ perfect obedience 
and his being raised from death were 
right, just. So we ask: can we conceive 
homosexual (again, specifically geni­
tal) relationships as just, right, that is, 
as something G od created hum ans to 
do and have, and som ething G od will 
have and let his people do in the end?
I have a hard tim e imagining a posi­
tive answer to this question, though 
I am open to being challenged on 
theological grounds. I therefore have 
a hard tim e conceiving a “right” or 
“just” homosexual marriage (and 
therefore ordination).
4.TheChurches’ 
Voting. H ow  then 
should Californian 
Christians vote? 
Though I’ve said 
ministers probably 
should not m arry 
two people o f the 
same sex, a lack o f 
persecution and
antagonism  are 
also part o f G od’s 
purposes. Perhaps 
allowing such a re­
spite w ould dim in­
ish persecution and 
antagonism. And 
since the church 
w ould not be offi­
ciating at such ser­
vices, we need not 
consider them  “m ar­
riages” in our sense. 
O r perhaps we say 
the church should 
attem pt to get the 
state to do what 
it considers right 
and just, since the
church’s mission is to  evangelize— and 
one can conceive obedience to G od in 
voting as a small step in that process.
O n  the other hand, should the 
church be com plicit in the em pires 
violence? W ashington (and Sacra­
m ento) “politics” is obviously an­
tagonistic and violent, and thus has 
litde to  do w ith the k ind o f  com m u­
nal deliberation described above and 
needed right now in the church. Tbe 
people passing legislation do not rep­
resent “the people.’ They are dema­
gogues w ho dole out the options to 
the people in language suitable to 
their interests, extracting any and ev­
ery shred o f  real deliberation. They 
sound-bite and lambaste each other 
in order to  bolster their own power.
So should the church in Cali­
fornia vote for or against Prop 8? I 
w onder w hether the church should 
even vote. Again: the first political 
task o f  the church regarding hom o­
sexuality is to  discuss, argue, and de­
bate together about w hat we, as the 
church, are going to do. This is not 
to  shirk “political responsibility”; 
this is instead exactly the church s 
political responsibility. So argue 
w ith me, please. Only, be gentle. 0
Justin is a T -year MDiv stu­
dent whose beautiful wife 
has forced him to wrestle 
through everything he has 
ever learned in theology.
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Marriage: The Public Debate
Opinion by Richard Mouw
[Reprinted w ih perm ission from  Richard M o uw 's  June 25 ,2 008  b log: w w w .ne tb logho st.com /m ou w ] 1
Well, the story about religious disagreements about same-sex marriage, published in last Friday s Los 
AngelesTimes, got picked up by many other papers. I am getting quitea bit offeedback, much of it negative, about 
my quoting the Bible to defend my dissent from the California's recent decision to lift the ban on such marriages.
I don’t m ind  the negative reactions. I 
was quoted accurately, and I do have 
strong views on the subject. I am con­
vinced, along w ith the overwhelming 
consensus o f  the Christian tradition, 
that the Bible clearly forbids same-sex 
genital intimacy. This means that I 
take a conservative position in church 
debates about ordaining sexually ac­
tive homosexuals and blessing same- 
sex unions.
I do believe, though, that the pub­
lic argum ents— those that take place 
about w hat should be sanctioned in 
the larger society— are o f  a different 
order. So I am a little nervous about 
being know n as someone who simply 
quotes the Bible on issues o f public 
policy. I will explain myself a b it here.
W hen  I am arguing w ith m y fellow 
Christians about these controversial 
topics, we can usually take for grant­
ed some sort o f  com m on framework 
for our debates. We all at least profess 
to care about w hat G od thinks about 
the issues. For me that means look­
ing at w hat the Bible teaches. A nd if 
some Christian has a different take on 
the Bibles authority, then we can at 
least argue about how we do go about 
getting clear about G od’s thoughts on 
sexuality questions.
In those discussions I try  to make it 
clear tha t as a Christian the O ld  Tes­
tam ent references, all by themselves, 
are no t decisive for me. In  the places 
where same-sex intimacy is con­
dem ned as “an abom ination,” there 
are o ther sexual practices— m arital 
intim acy during m enstruation, for 
example— that the Christian com ­
m unity  has no t taken as normative 
for its own practice. Moreover, even
the Sodom story is no t a clincher. I f  
all we had on the subject is that ex­
ample, we would only know  that G od 
gets very upset w ith the suggestion o f 
gang rape— the Lord w ould surely 
have been equally upset if  the crowd 
o f  m en at Lot’s house were asking for 
sex w ith Lot’s daughters.
The basic rule for understand­
ing the present-day relevance o f  O ld 
Testam ent prohibitions for the New 
Testament church is w hether the 
New Testament reaffirms w hat we 
find in the O ld. A nd I take it as obvi­
ous that the first chapter o f  Romans 
does reaffirm the prohibition against 
same-sex intimacy. This is tu rn  reaf­
firms the more general teaching o f 
the O ld  Testament about G od’s creat­
ing purposes— what is “natural”— for 
hum an sexuality.
In  the debates about public policy, 
however, I know that I cannot simply 
quote Scripture or cite ancient theolo­
gians in order to defend m y position. 
I do not believe that everything that 
is declared sinful in the Bible ought 
to be declared illegal in contem porary 
pluralistic societies. Here we enter a 
m ore pragmatic arena where we need 
to explore w ith our fellow citizens 
w hether we have any com m on as­
sum ptions about w hat makes for a 
healthy society, and w hether we can 
then  figure out a workable arrange­
m ent that can accom modate our re­
spective moral convictions. U nfortu ­
nately, that is no t an easy discussion 
to  have in the present climate. M any 
o f  m y fellow Christians sim ply w ant 
to  condem n the idea o f  same-sex 
unions as sinful. A nd m any defend­
ers o f  those unions seem eager to  use
terms like “hom ophobia” in describ­
ing anyone who disagrees w ith their 
views. W hen both  sides are shouting 
at each other, it is difficult to have a 
discussion that clarifies the issues.
I wish we could have an honest 
wide-ranging public discussion about 
the respective fears that lurk between 
the surface o f  our passionate public 
debates. So, in case anyone on the 
other side wants to have that kind 
o f  discussion, here is an honest state­
m ent o f  m y worries about giving a 
new legal status to same-sex unions.
M y worries are variations on the 
old slippery-slope concern. I worry 
about where we are headed with the 
present challenge to traditional un­
derstandings o f  marriage. Here is 
the k ind o f th ing that concerns me. 
Suppose, after five years o f  legal same 
sex unions, three lesbians insist that 
their three-way relationship should 
be given the same legal status. (A case 
like this has actually come up in the 
Netherlands.) O r suppose the claim 
is made on behalf of, say, a forty-year- 
old m an and a 13-year-old boy who 
have an intim ate relationship that 
is approved o f by the boy’s parents, 
a gay couple who had adopted him. 
O r suppose— and given the recent 
national attention to  this phenom ­
enon in Texas— the “plural marriage” 
groups ask for legal permission for 
their arrangements, w ith appropriate 
guarantees against the abuse o f  minors.
W hat would keep us from  extend­
ing the concept o f marriage to these 
relationships? U p until recently these 
arrangements have been out o f  bounds 
because civil society has restricted le­
gal status to m arital relationships be-
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tween one m an and one woman. D e­
fenders o f same-sex unions typically 
argue that gay and lesbian couples 
deserve to have their relationships le­
galized because the persons involved 
are as com m itted to each other as are 
heterosexual couples.
Once we accept, however, deeply 
felt convictions as a sufficient basis 
for allowing the legalization o f  same- 
sex relationships, w hat w ould keep 
us from extending the same status to 
a man-boy relationship, or to three- 
way relationships? Polygamous reli­
gious communities in the 19th cen­
tury certainly felt deeply about their 
arrangements, yet the government 
ruled those relationships impermiss- 
able. Will they now be re-instated as a 
legally-sanctioned option? A nd what 
have we learned about deeply felt 
convictions that we did not know in 
the 19th century?
These are the kinds o f questions 
I want to ask. Perhaps I can be reas­
sured by the folks that I disagree with
about same-sex unions. They may 
have clearer— and quite sensible—  
restrictions in m ind that w ould keep 
us from moving into the anything- 
goes scenario that worries me. I am 
willing to listen to the case that they 
make in response to m y expressed 
concerns. And I hope they will listen 
to me as I assure them  that I am not 
simply wanting to impose m y specific 
religious convictions on them . I am 
passionate about pluralistic dem oc­
racy. I know that politics is the art o f  
compromise. But it would be helpful 
to know just what it is that we are be­
ing asked to compromise about.
Someone sent me an irritated email 
the other day accusing me o f  simply 
wanting to impose m y religious views 
on everyone else in our society. For 
that person, and for m any other de­
fenders o f same-sex marriage, that is 
what the opposition comes down to. 
I firmly reject that assessment. The 
real issue is the health o f the social or­
der. The defenders o f  same-sex m ar­
riage, and now the courts themselves, 
are sanctioning a major change in the 
basic concept o f w hat a marriage is. 
W here are they willing to draw the 
lines on even more pluralism in ac­
cepting various relationships as legal­
ly sanctioned marriages? I believe that 
the burden o f  p roof in on those who 
are advocating the change. 0
Dr. Richard Mouw is the 
President of FullerTheological 
Seminary. Four more years!
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ASC CALENDAR
F rid a y  O c to b e r 2 4 thi  c t r 2 th:  Poetry Night
S a tu rd a y  O c to b e r 25 th:  Flag Football Week #4 
Tu e sd a y O c to b e r 28 th:  TOWN HALL MEETING 
F rid a y  O c to b e r 3 1 st:  ASC General Council
S a tu rd a y  N o v e m b e r 1 st:  Flag Football Week #5 
S a tu rd a y  N o v e m b e r 1 st:  Film Screening: Iron Jawed Angels
@ Coffee By The Books 7:00 p.m.
@ Washington Middle School 8:00 — 11:00 a.m.
@  the Garth 10:00 a.m.
@ 490  Walnut 1 :0 0 -3 :0 0  p.m.
@ Washington Middle School 8:00 - 1 1 :00 a.m. 
@ Chang Commons Theme Room #2 7:00 p.m.
ALL-SEMINARY COUNCIL CORNER
By Libby Mucciarone, ASC President
M idterm s, m ajor papers and the holidays surprise m e every year. I swear last week was
days consist o f  papers, reading, meetings—  rinse and repeat. g „ « .
,  wrote two w e e k  ago about
t r  X  S t l ^ e r l d  the P e a £  *  Justice Concerns Cout- 
m T ttt f m d e « f c ^ e  to  * e  Catalyst to  talk  about how  to engage homosexuality from  a m m tstry perspecu« . 
Throughout the year, ASC is looking to  continue conversations regarding a num ber o f  issu es-en g ag i g
elephants at Fuller. You all know what they are. ■ . §
W e can’t  pretend we have a solution to  every problem — b ut nam ing and claiming the elephants « V ® »
m  name some o f  the elephants and hear your thoughts about your t^penence *  Fu“ er- c a n t ptom .se 
weather w o n t be warm , b u t we can promise the conversation will be fruitfiil. See you there.
ANNOUNCEMENT
WE WANT YOUR
B L O O D !
In connection with Student Life & Servicesand Hu­
man Resources, Huntington Memorial Hospi­
tal will host a blood drive on campus Thursday, 
October 30, 10:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m., in Payton 101.
To make an appointment, email:
jackie.baca-geary@huntingtonhospital.com.
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Is Wealth a Sin?: Revive '08
By Sam antha Farinacci
The other day my super-cool boss and friend, who happens to also be a Fuller student, asked me 
point blank: "Do you think it's a sin to be wealthy?" We had been studying for a Christian Ethics exam, and 
somehow our review of the texts turned into a somewhat impassioned discussion of economic justice,
or injustice as is m ore com ­
monly the case in the world.
It is worth taking a pause from  my 
boss’ question to say that I do not 
think I have escaped even one Fuller 
class w ithout this kind o f  issue being 
raised. W ith  all o f  our fairly traded 
hand woven purses, non-plastic water 
bottles and “Stop Genocide in Sudan” 
t-shirts (mine is bright orange), it’s 
not uncom m on that a concern for the 
oppressed m ight come up in everyday 
conversation. In fact, I have found 
that it is this deep care for the finan­
cially marginalized that is perhaps the 
most beautiful and m ore im portantly 
Christ-like quality o f  Fuller students.
And yet, I will adm it, I often
leave these meaningful conversa­
tions about the poor a bit unsatis­
fied. W hile there is a surplus o f care 
and concern shared by all, I fre­
quently walk away feeling unsure 
about what I should really do, exactly.
Because, in tru th , I don’t know if 
being affluent is a sin, bu t I do know 
that this grossly unequal distribution 
o f  wealth has to change. I just don’t 
know how. Is it through systemic 
changes or spiritual transform ation, 
incarnational m inistry or welfare re­
form (etc.)? Each class seems to offer 
a different paradigm that hopefully 
we will be able to bring to our pres­
ent and future m inistry endeavors.
So while I ’m  no t exactly sure
which paradigm  to pick, (or per­
haps in true Fuller fashion, it’s all o f  
them ) I ’d like to ask you to join me 
in an event m y church and a local 
non-profit are hosting to try and do 
our small part in this big problem: 
Revive ’08 is a benefit concert fea­
turing the band Future o f  Forestry to 
raise m oney for students in G hana to 
attend college. It will take place at Pas­
adena C ity  College in Harbeson Hall 
on Noverm ber 1, at 7 pm . Tickets are 
$15, and 100%  o f  the proceeds will 
go toward the cause. Feel free to check 
outthewebsiterevive08.wordpress.com, 
and buy a ticket or, you know, 80. El
You can email Samantha 
(MAT) at sam@allna- 
tionsed.org with any ques­
tions about Revive '08.ADVERTISEMENT
FULLER COPY SERVICES
On Walnut S t next to the Book Store
PHONE: (626) 584-5368 
HOURS: Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm 
EMAIL: copyservices@fuller.edu
ADVERTISEMENT
[in th e o lo g y  &  practice?
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COME-BACKS Continued from page 3
The ultim ate question surround­
ing same-sex marriages is whether or 
no t homosexual relationships should 
be sanctioned and valued as m uch as 
heterosexual ones. The m ajority o f 
those who say the two are not equal 
do so m osdy for religious reasons, and 
actually so did the courts! M any court 
decisions that outlawed same-sex m ar­
riages gave as their legitimate purpose 
for denial the fact that G od intended 
marriage to  be for one m an and one 
w om an (see Goodridge v. D ept, o f  
Public H ealth and Baker v. Vermont). 
Since the sanctification o f  marriage 
comes from religion, and since the 
m ajority religion opposed same-sex 
marriage, the courts stated that they, 
too, m ust oppose same-sex marriage.
This, however, is no t actually true. 
The institu tion o f  marriage was hand­
ed over to  the State during the Ref­
orm ation, and this essentially d im in­
ished its religious value. For example, 
one o f  the reasons that the M assachu-
setts Supreme C ourt legalized same- 
sex marriage was because historically, 
marriage in that state had nothing 
whatsoever to  do w ith religion. Actu­
ally, the legal stipulations for marriage 
in any state have nothing to do with 
religion. M arriage can be a religious 
ceremony, bu t it is in no way obli­
gated to  be. The State does no t disal­
low atheists from  m arrying, nor those 
w ho have engaged in pre-marital sex. 
These examples, too, are “sins” or are 
not how G od intended, bu t the State 
cannot deny these people the right to 
m arry simply because their lifestyle is 
“sinful.” The same is true w ith hom o­
sexual couples, and thus, from a legal 
perspective, C hristian come-back #1 
is irrelevant.
O n  to  C hristian come-back #2:
procreation. This is indeed a legiti­
m ate concern, bu t actually the link
between marriage and procreation
was severed years ago by the Su­
prem e C ourt. The case that created
the disconnect be­
tween marriages 
and m aking babies 
is Griswold v. C on­
necticut in 1965. 
This case dealt w ith 
two C onnecticut 
laws, one that pro­
hibited doctors from 
giving people birth 
control and another 
that m ade b irth  con­
trol illegal. In 1965, 
a m arried couple 
asked for b irth  con­
trol from  some doc­
tors, and after exam­
ining the wife, the 
doctors prescribed 
her some birth  con­
trol. They were ar­
rested and convicted 
by the Connecticut 
state court. W hen 
this case m ade it to 
the Supreme Court, 
the Supreme C ourt 
stated that the 3rd,
ANNOUNCEMENT
Sharing the Gospel, Sharing Ourselves
l&ns
■ n  ï p ' ,
I m s  i r  o  _
31 '"'N J f l
r ¡i n f! i:ftr-v ww J  y J  w>j8
\sO~f szfzjjs/ , ,
E n B E H E í l
Wednesday, 10 a.m. * October 29,2008 
Travis Auditorium
4th, and 5th A m endm ents created a 
right to  privacy, including privacy 
for m arried couples. Because o f  this, 
the Supreme C ourt found the laws 
unconstitutional, and in doing so, it 
also severed any state-sanctioned link 
between marriage and procreation.
Five years later, another Supreme 
C ourt case ruled that even non-mar- 
ried people can use birth  control for 
non-m arital sex because, according 
to the Equal Protection clause, they 
have the same right to privacy as mar­
ried persons (the 14th am endm ent—  
its  kind o f  a big deal). Thus, the State 
has severed the link no t only between 
marriage and procreation, bu t also sex 
and procreation. Goodbye, Christian 
come-back #2.
The purpose o f  this article was not 
to  lobby your vote, bu t to try and 
encourage self-examination for the 
reasoning behind your vote. I f  Chris­
tians oppose same-sex marriages be­
cause o f  their religious convictions 
and they believe that these types of 
marriages should be outlawed, then it 
is their right as US citizens to express 
that belief! But because o f  America’s 
separation o f  church and state, Chris­
tians should prepare themselves with 
m ore than  Bible verses and personal 
religious convictions i f  they want to 
make their concerns legally valid. 0
And[ea(2n<LyearMACCS)hails 
from Texas, where her Chris­
tianity is often questioned 
because of her moderate 
political opinions. Yee-haw.
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ANNOUNCEMENT
Missiology and Mary 
in Latin America
The Southern Church and a Fresh Mission Movement
Featured ipeaker
Valdir Raul Steuernagel
NOVEMBER 5 WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 6 THURSDAY
Fr*»h Air M m  Into tho 
Mlulon M rvHM ot Part 1
Chopei Service 
TravK Aud itorium  
IMO a¿n.-1 IjOO a ra  
Speaker: Vakflr Steuernagel
Froth Air Mow* Into tho 





I M S  Am.-'12 noon 
Moderated by Bryant Myers
Ootng Thootogy/MIulology Doing Thoology/Mittlolofly 
wtth an Eye on Mery, Part 1 wKk an Eyo an Mary, Port 2
Travis Auditorium 
IftO O a in -lliX Im  
Speaker: Valdir Steuernagel 
Response-: Juan Martines
Travis Auditorium 
l lOOam-IJ noon 
Speaker: Valdir Steuernagel
Response-: USSeth R o ja sFkx«
ror complete dttaih an panel ditcuffions and individual tefvtHi^ifKhtdm g speaker bktt, topi**, p itas* m it:
w in t M t u d a M i/
M IS S IO L O G Y  LECTURES 2008
FULLER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY • SCHOOL OF INTERCULTURAL STUDIES
SERVICES
Mountain Retreat: Beautiful country-style cabin, 
2 bedrooms (limit-6 persons), located in the Big 
Bear area, exclusively available to the Fuller com­
munity only. Rates: $175 per weekend; $425 per 
week; $65 weekdays. Non-refundable deposit re­
quired. Email: Marylee Hull at hullO@mac.com.
Auto Repair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil change, 
brakes, batteries, etc. Complete service. Hrant 
Auto Service. 1477 E. Washington Blvd., Pasa­
dena. Call 626.798.4064 for an appointment.
Auto Collision Repair. 5 minutes west o f Fuller. 
Owned by family o f Fuller graduate for 25 years. 
Discount for students! Columbia Auto Body. 
1567 Colorado Blvd. 323.258.0565. Ask for John 
or Paul.
Massage Therapy. Susan Young is a nation­
ally certified massage therapist, ready to serve you 
in nearby La Cañada. Liked by many at Fuller, 
she is part o f the Fuller community herself. Call 
626.660.6856 and visit www.relaxhealgrow.com.
Rings, Diamonds, and Things! Walter Zimmer 
Co. is a jewelry design, manufacturing, and re­
pair business founded in 1917 and located in the 
jewelry district o f downtown Los Angeles. Owner 
Mel Zimmer is a longtime member of Glendale 
Presbyterian Church. Because o f our appreciation
of Charles Fuller and the Seminary, we consider 
it a privilege to serve Fuller students. Phone Mel’s 
son Ken at 213.622.4510 for information. Also 
visit our website: www.walterzimmer.com.
J&G Auto Service. Complete auto repair. Brakes, 
tune-up, mufflers. Certified Smog Station. 1063 
E. Walnut St. 626.793.0388. Monday -  Friday, 8 
am -  5:30 pm.
Psychology Research Problems Solved! Fuller 
SOP PhD alumnus with 20 years experience as 
a statistician for thesis and dissertation consulta­
tions. Worked on hundreds o f projects. Teaches 
graduate research courses. Designing "survivable” 
research proposals a specialty. Methods chapter 
tune-ups. Survey development. Provides multivar­
iate data analysis using SAS or SPSS. Statistical re­
sults explained in simple English! Assistance with 
statistical table creation and report write-up. Final 
oral defense preparation. Fuller community dis­
counts. Call for free phone consultation. Tom Gra- 
noff, PhD. 310.640.8017. E-mail tgranoff@lmu. 
edu. Visa/Discover/MasterCard/AMEX accepted.
Announcing two intensive therapy groups 
facilitated by Sam Alibrando, Ph.D. 1. Mixed- 
ender Interpersonal Growth Group, based on 
is book on the change process; 2. Sex Addic­
tion recovery group. Please call 626.577.8303.
Free Photography! Weddings, Baby and Fam­
ily Portraits, Pet Portraits, and Events. Limited 
time offer. Contact us for details. Golden Horse 
Photography www.goldenhorsephoto.com, cust- 
srvce@goldenhorsephoto.com, 909.573.2681.
Worship in German! “Christuskirche” (United 
Methodist) is not far from campus. We have a 
German language ministry serving the L.A. basin. 
We provide English translation on screen, for al­
most everything that happens in church. Come 
and worship with us and serve Christ. Sunday 
worship: 10:30 a.m. Info: 818.500-0786, www. 
Christuskirche.us or office@Christuskirche.us. O r 
talk to the student o f yours who joined us: An­
drew Talbert, AndrewRHett@gmail.com
The Services section of the SEMI is for announcing services and events not offered by Fuller. Individua 
Thp^FM i^nH  r®sP ?ns'bl® for evaluating the quality and type of service before contracting or using 
The SEMI and Student Life and Services do not recommend or guarantee any of the services liste
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US Army Chaplain Recruiter on Campus. 
Thursday, October 30  
9 a.m. —2:30p.m . in the Garth.
Come find out about the US ARMY 
Chaplain Candidate Program and direct 
commission Chaplaincy Program for 
both Reserve and Active Duty (Regu­
lar Army). This info includes bonuses 
and different kind of waivers to be ac­
cessioned as Army chaplains. Call Voca­
tional Discernment & Career Services at 
626.204.2071 for further questions.
Seeking Ordination?
Friday, October 31 
12 p. m. in the Garth
The Christian Reformed Church di­
rector of candidacy will be on campus. 
Information and lunch is free. Call 
616.901.7784, or email: dkoll@crcna. 
org for more information.
Ministry Enrichment Seminars from the 
Office of Field Education
For information contact Parimal Roy: 
626.584.5595, fe-advisor2@fuller.edu.
Faith-Based Conflict Transformation 
Tuesday, October 28, 2008,
5—7 p.m ., Payton 101 
This is a basic skills training workshop 
that provides an introductory exposure 
to the various concepts and dynamics of 
conflict. It is designed to help participants 
develop personal peacemaking and con­
flict transformation skills. Exercises and 
role-play scenarios provide interactive 
skills application. A team from Chris­
tians Empowering Others for Reconcili­
ation with Justice (CERJ) will present.
Legal Issues in Church Counseling 
Thursday, November 6, 2008, 3—5 p.m. 
490 E. Walnut, Conf. Room 220  
Your counseling work can expose you 
and your churches to very significant 
liability. This seminar will explore how 
liability arises, and in particular, the ex­
posure to liability arising from sexual 
misconduct during counseling, the rules 
for handling confidential information, 
when to report child abuse and other re­
porting obligations. We will talk about 
the use of liability and medical release 
forms, and perhaps insurance. Finally, 
we will discuss some practical steps to 
address a crisis in the church, such as a 
child abuse allegation, when one arises. 
Mr. Dennis Kasper will present.
First Aid & CPR Training 
Thursday, November 6, 2008 or Tuesday, 
November 11, 2008, 8:30 am — 2:30 pm  
(with a one hour lunch break), Payton 101. 
Fuller Seminary is hosting a First Aid 
& CPR Training course with infant and 
child certification included. The cost for 
the training is $70, which gives you a two- 
year certification through Medic First Aid.
Please RSVP to the Office of Human Re­
sources at 490 E. Walnut Ave, 2nd floor. 
Class size is limited so reservations will 
be accepted on a first come, first served 
basis. Light refreshments will be provid­
ed during the class. There will be a one 
hour lunch break. Email hr@fuller.edu 
with questions.
CPE Day at Fuller 
Wednesday, November 12, 2008,
11:00a.m.—1:00p.m . Payton 101 
Presenter: Panel of Clinical Pastoral Edu­
cation (CPE) students and supervisors 
Join us for a panel discussion with stu­
dents who have recently completed a CPE 
experience in hospital chaplaincy. Talk 
one-on-one with local CPE supervisors 
and learn about the CPE hospital sites 
and programs. Lunch will be provided.
Free Individual Therapy. The Fuller 
School of Psychology is offering free in­
dividual therapy to a limited number of 
students and their family members on 
a first-come-first-serve basis. Therapy is 
provided by supervised students earning 
a doctoral degree in clinical psychology. 
Ideal for relationship issues, life transi­
tions, personal growth, stress, sadness, 
anxiety, self-esteem, and identity issues. 
The duration of therapy is limited to 
10 sessions. For more info, contact the 
School of Psychology at 626.204.2009. 
Field Education Hospital and Hospice 
Internships for Winter 2009! Two-unit 
FE546 Hospital Chaplaincy internships 
are being offered at Huntington Hospi­
tal in Pasadena, Glendale Adventist in 
Glendale, Providence St. Joseph Medi­
cal Center in Burbank, and Northridge 
Medical Center in Northridge during 
the Winter 2009 quarter. A two-unit 
FE548 Hospice Chaplaincy internship is 
being offered through VITAS Healthcare 
Corporation of California. These courses 
emphasize spiritual care training in a 
hospital or hospice setting. Students will
learn how to be present to patients and/ 
or their families during a crisis, as well 
as the preliminary steps in performing a 
spiritual care assessment.
Before registering for either course, in­
terns must be interviewed and accepted 
by the prospective hospital or hospice 
chaplain. Start the process early! Con­
tact the Office of Field Education at 
626.584.5387 for hospital application 
forms and contact information.
Chaplain for Vocational Discernment. Do 
you know what you are gonna do with 
your life? Would you like to have some­
one to listen, reflect and pray with you? 
Kim Varner serves as the Chaplain for 
Vocational Discernment in the office of 
Vocational Discernment and Career Ser­
vices to offer pastoral care and support to 
Fuller community. Contact Kim Varner 
at 626.396.6030 or denay_varner@fuller. 
edu for walk-in hours and appointments.
The Installation of Dr. Marguerite Shuster 
into the Harold John Ockenga Chair of 
Preaching and Theology in the School of 
Theology will take place on Tuesday, Feb­
ruary 11 , 2009, 10:00-10:50 am at the 
First Congregational Church. Dr Shus­
ter, the Harold John Ockenga Professor 
of Preaching and Theology, will speak on 
the topic: “The Hidden Hand of God.” 
The church is located on the corner of N. 
Los Robles Avenue and E. Walnut Street. 
This event is open to the public and no 
reservation is required. For more infor­
mation contact the School of Theology 
Dean’s Office at 626.584.5300, or email 
theology@fuller. edu.
T ic k e ts  t o  A m u s e m e n t  P a r k s : Student 
Life and Services sells tickets to Disney­
land, Legoland ($42), Seaworld ($50 
adults $44 children) and Universal Stu­
dios ($46 adults, annual passes also avail­
able). Come by our office on the 2nd floor 
of the Catalyst, or call 626.584.5435-
Happy Birthday to 
our wonderful boss 
and Managing Editor, 
Carmen Valdes!
www.fuller.edu/studentJife/SEMI/semi.html • the SEMI • Fall 5,2008 • Page 12
